
GOULBURN COMMUNITY GARDEN 
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Raina still has a dedicated group who turns up each Friday morning to 
maintain and keep the food forest looking good. It is a big job and everyone 
is welcome to come along (about 9.15) to help or just to have a look, a chat  
and some morning tea.  

The Foodforest

Elva, Di and Jesse enjoying morning tea

The choko vine in the food forest 
produced a dozen nice chokos 
before the first frost hit it - and that 
was the end!



Some of the rented beds are looking good and it is easy to see who 
the people with the green thumbs are. Anything that Marianna 
pokes in the ground grows. Cindi has put a lot of work into her 
beds building up the soil and making sure everything she plants is 

watered, weeded and looked after. She had 
a beautiful crop of strawberries and now 
her silver beet is reaching for the sky. 
Maggie has a bed of the best looking 
cabbage and broccoli you could ever see. 
John Miller’s bed always looks good. 
Every Friday a group of older people, from 
the McDermott Centre, come and tend 

their bed. They had a nice crop of tomatoes over summer.  

 

Winter has made itself felt with several heavy 
frosts already. It is time to plant seedlings of cabbages, broccoli, 
cauliflowers, strawberries, silver beet, lettuce, leeks and onions. Pea 
and broad bean, lettuce and spinach seeds can be sown. If you have got 
any spare beds you can plant a green manure crop to dig in. For a green 
manure crop you can use any old seeds you have lying around. Peas, 
mustard (which fumigates the soil when dug in), barley, wheat and 
broad beans are good options.

Some of the purple potatoes from the Food Forest



The U3A are maintaining 6 beds. These are used for the Basic 
Vegetable Gardening and Plant to Plate courses. Currently there 
are two different types of broccoli and a row of brussels sprouts 
(the final attempt to grow these!) a bed with Broad Beans that are 
now up, and beds containing carrots, mixed lettuce,silver beet, 
daikon radish,three different types of garlic, beetroot and red 
odourless and white Spanish onions. Only a couple of the broad 
bean seeds failed to germinate and everything else is looking pretty 
good. All we need now is some good rain to get things moving 
along. 

Ray’s compost 
heaps have 
produced lots  of 
good compost 
that has been 
used in the food 
forest and some 
of the other 
communal beds. 

Ray is in charge 
of the compost production at the garden. Before doing anything to 
the bins Ray needs to be consulted to ensure that the correct 
procedures, to maintain the heaps, are being carried out.  From 
time to time he will be calling on members to lend a hand to help 
build them up and turn them over. It is a fairly big job but the end 
result is worth while. So, when the call for help goes out please 
lend a hand. 

Sifting the compost to get the “big bits” 
out and a barrow of the final product, Well 
worth the effort.



You may have noticed that a few beds have been moved to a 
position near the gate in the South Eastern end of the garden. It 
has become necessary to relocate a few beds to allow easy 
vehicular access to the garden for soil deliveries etc. In the coming 
months 3 more beds will be relocated as they become available and 
with the consent of the bed renters. 

One of the beds will be planted with rhubarb and another is an 
experimental no dig garden that has been constructed using a 
sprinkle of dolomite, a layer of soil and coffee grounds, cardboard, 
lucern hay, a layer of compost and a layer of straw. The plants / 
seeds will be sown into the straw with a handful of compost. This 
will become Pat’s new bed. 

We have been to Penrose to pick up 30 bags of Curley’s Compost. It 
is available for purchase - $10 for members and $12 for non 
members. The only thing we ask is that you purchase one bag at a 
time so that all members have a chance to use it. Payment can be 
made to one of the committee members at the garden on a Friday 
or Saturday morning.  

The Licence Agreement with the Uniting Church is still under 
negotiation but close to finalisation.  



The combination on the lock to the garden will be changed (for 
security reasons) at the winter solstice event. Please see one of the 
committee members for the new combination. 

Don’t forget that if you come to the garden make 
sure the gate is securely locked when you leave. On 
Sunday (11/6)  the lock was missing and the garden 
was left unlocked. A new lock had to be purchased.  

Just a reminder to all members that Membership fees are 
due by the 30th of June. If you have already paid then just 
ignore this note. If you haven't yet renewed and still want 
to maintain membership of Goulburn Community Garden 
inc. ($12 membership, $40 for bed rental) then could you 
please organise payment ASAP. 
One of the committee members is usually at the Garden on a 
Friday or Saturday morning, otherwise you can post a 
cheque to:   
      
Goulburn Community Garden Inc. 
PO Box 143 
Goulburn NSW 2580 



Winter Equinox 
At the community garden we usually celebrate the Solstice and Equinox as 
the markers of the progress of the seasons caused by the earth orbiting 
the Sun, on the Saturday prior to the actual solstice/equinox (Wednesday 
the 21st June).  
This year’s Winter Solstice will be celebrated on Saturday 17th June at the  
Goulburn Community Garden in Goldsmith street. 
We have extended the program for the Winter Solstice and the garden will 
be open from 12:00. A small donation by visitors would be welcome to 
assist in the running of the gardens. 
12:00  Garden open  to visitors  - get the tour and a cup of tea or coffee 

 1:00  Talk on Seed Saving by Di Picker 
  
 2:00  Talk on worms by Ray Shiel 
  
 3:00 Talk/workshop on propagation by Mariana Patchett 
  
 4:00  Wood BBQ 
       Soup, food to share 
       U3A A Cappella choir 
       Singalong 
        
 At the next spring equinox will have seedlings for sale (as a fundraiser) so 
we will be asking all members (not just bed renters)  to help by growing 
suitable seedlings for spring planting. 
        
Between the Winter Solstice and Spring Equinox we will  
be having Soup Saturdays. 
Now the cold wether has kicked in we will be swapping over to warm soup 
on Saturdays after U3A's vegetable growing by Pat and Plant to Plate by 
Ray. 

Wanted (for seed savers) 
Jars with metal lids  ( honey & molasses jars ) 
and the Silica gel packets (from pill jars) to pack with the saved seeds to 
keep the seeds dry.  




